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I met Emery, and his wife Betsy, at Ran-
cho Santa Teresa their Cattle Ranch in 
Don Pedro on Saturday August 21st to 

discuss some issues CSD customers have 
recently raised at meetings. Arriving at the 
ranch, Emery and Betsy were �nishing up 
loading hay for their new neighbor Sam 
Kenner and his friend Justin Algood but 
after a short wait I was able to sit down 

with Emery for a causal interview.

RECENT HIGH METER READINGS
I asked Director Ross about the (please ex-

cuse the pun) �ood of complaints from cus-
tomers regarding much higher than normal 
monthly billing statements; how that situa-
tion developed; and what was being done to 
assure ratepayers it would not happen again. 

Emery, with a genuine 
empathetic tone, responded, 
�Well �rst of all, the Board 
apologizes for any inconve-
nience that this might have 
caused ratepayers� adding 
they attempted to mitigate 
the �nancial impact on cus-
tomers by waiving the 10% 
penalty fee for the next few 
months. Exact details lead-
ing to the controversial me-

CSD Vice President Chuck Day opened 
the meeting at 1302hrs. Directors 
present: Chuck Day, Sally Punte, Bill 

Kinsella and Emery Ross along with Finan-
cial Administrator-Treasurer-Board Secretary 
Charise Reeves. Agenda items were slightly 
modi�ed by a board motion to accommodate 
those present for a speci�c issue. 

FILLING BOARD VACANCY
Following a brief interview of the two ap-

plying candidates, Mark Skoien a Don Pedro 
resident with construction experience in water 
systems, was selected to �ll Wes Barton�s posi-
tion and remaining term of 2-1/2 years which 
Barton resigned on July 30, 2010. Mr. Skoien 
received three of the four director votes. Sally 
Punte made the motion to approve the ap-
pointment with a Second from Bill Kinsella 
and a unanimous vote from the board. A �ve 
minute recess was called so CSD Utility Bill-
ing/Customer Service employee Syndie Mar-
chesiello could be present to administer the 
oath after which Director Skoien signed papers 
and took his place behind the Board table. 

REORGANIZATION THE BOARD
The Board then selected Director Emery 

Ross to be the CSD President until Board 
reorganization after the November election. 
Emery Ross suggested Chuck Day remain 
Vice President until the election. Ross took 
his place behind the Board table as President 
and continued the meeting asking the Secre-
tary for the next item of business. 

LEAD OPERATOR�S REPORT: RANDY 
GILGO

Although the lead operator was not present, 

New Director and a New CSd Board President
CSD MEETING MONDAY AUGUST 16th, 2010

the Operator�s Report was discussed with em-
phasis on water loss due to leaks. Some rate-
payers also expressed concern with dips and 
bumps in roadway surfaces due to under road-
way water pipe leak repairs. A leak repair plan 
was scheduled for the next September Agenda. 
President Ross cautioned an audience member 
of returning to a discussed and closed agenda 
item and referenced the recent Grand Jury Re-
port indicating CSD Meetings were run un-
professional. Ross allowed two other comments 
regarding the leak situation - but advised those 
wishing to speak to use the podium (where the 
microphone is located so their comments can 
be accurately recorded.) Ross then asked the 
Secretary for the page number and next item.

CONSENT CALENDAR
A ratepayer again questioned the proper re-

porting of employee salaries to the public in 
regards to a past decision by the Board made in 
closed session. The item will be placed on the 
next agenda. Another ratepayer also comment-
ed that such salaries are public information. 
President Ross again requested that members 
wishing to speak use the podium. There were 
also comments and questions about the hiring 
of the former General Manager as a paid con-
sultant after he quit his job with the CSD and 
some apparent mistakes in the board packet to 
be addressed and corrected later.

ABANDONMENT OF 10� PUBLIC 
EASEMENT

Robert Granata appeared to request par-
tial abandonment of a 10� Public Easement. 
Board ultimately agreed to having no objec-
tion to the partial Utility Easement aban-

donment based on a PG&E approval letter. 

JULY WATER USE
Discussion of the high water meter read-

ings recorded for July and the numerous 
complaints of exceptionally large water bills. 
Chuck Day stated it appeared as though the 
meters were not read and reported every 
month. Syndie Marchesiello, Utility Billing/
Customer Service, stated the water meters are 
read by other employees with those numbers 

given to her for billing however, and when 
she notices higher than normal readings she 
contacts the customer through a courtesy 
card or telephone call. This is done to alert 
the customer of possible water leaks on their 
property. 

She advised this incident occurred just prior 
to billing. Marchesiello advised the furnished 
numbers were �out of range� on a monthly ba-

(Continued on Page 4)

INTERVIEW WITH CSD PRESIDENT EMERY ROSS
BY LEW RICHArDSON
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The New Discoverer is printed 
monthly and distributed at no 
charge to residents of La Grange, 
Don Pedro, Coulterville/Greeley Hill 
and to 1800 non-resident property 
owners by the Lake Don Pedro 

Owners� Association. For informa-
tion email info@ldpoa.com

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
10th of the month by 4:30 PM
Late submissions not accepted
Visit www.ldpoa.com for ad rates 
and submission guidelines or 
e-mail discoverer@ldpoa.com

For the mutual benefit of all 
property owners, The Discoverer 
reserves the right to edit all copy 
submitted for publication. The 
Discoverer is a private enterprise, 
not a public entity, and as such is 
entitled to reject advertisements 
or articles in the best judgment of 
its editor or publisher. Lake Don 
Pedro Association is not respon-
sible for, nor does it guarantee 
the accuracy of, information 
contained in any ad placed in The 
Discoverer.

Correspondence to Directors
Lake Don Pedro Owner�s Assoc.
5182 Fuentes De Flores
La Grange CA 95329

ADMINISTRATION OFFICE 
HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Friday 9 AM - 5 PM
Tel: 209/852-2312

NOTE: The opinions of contributing 
Independent columnists, cartoon-
ists and letters printed are their 
own and do not necessarily re�ect 
the opinions of the publishers 
or staff of the Discoverer. They 
are presented in the interests of 
providing a forum for diverse opin-
ions, community involvement and 
entertainment.

Association

REMIndEr
The LDPOA Monthly Board Meetings are 

now held on the 2nd Saturday of each month 
at 10 am at the Hacienda.

NOTE: As has been previously demonstrat-
ed, The New Discoverer publishes varied and 
opposing opinions on issues of community 
or association interest. Access to advertis-
ing and opinion pieces, such as letters etc., 
is available without regard to viewpoint. 

From the LDPOA Of�ce

New Email for 
DISCOVeReR SUBMISSIOnS!
discoverer@ldpoa.com 

ldpoa.com

LAKE DON PEDRO
OWNERS� ASSOCIATION

5182 FUENTES DE FLORES
LA GRANGE, CA, 95329

209-852-2312, 
fax 209-852-2771

BOARD MEETING 
MINUTES

Saturday, June 12, 2010

Executive Session 8:10-9:55 A.M.
 Contracts and Maintenance

General Session 10:05 A.M.

PRESENT: President Sherri 
Flosi, Vice President Ron Hunt, 
Secretary Phyllis Cotta, Treasurer 
Ruth Smith, Directors Bob Sykes 
and Mitch Mattea ABSENT: Ken 
Kennedy 

President Sherri Flosi opened the 
meeting at 10:05 am

Ron Hunt led the 7 member au-
dience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Ruth Smith was introduced as 
our new Board Member and Board 
Treasurer

MOTION TO APPROVE 
MINUTES OF THE FOLLOW-
ING MEETINGS by Ron Hunt, 
Second-Bob Sykes, Abstained by 
Ruth Smith, VOTE carries

Executive Meeting of 5/8/10 and 
Board Meeting of 5/8/10

TREASURER’S REPORT read 
by Ruth Smith

Operating Account Balance 
$53,244.70

Reserve Account Balance 

$143,634.37
Reserve CD�s $21,772.03 
Total Checks issued $27,471.74
Reserve Transfers $3,700.00
MOTION TO APPROVE 

MAY, 2010 TREASURER’S RE-
PORTS by Ron Hunt Second-Bob 
Sykes, VOTE-yes unanimous

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
ACC and CC&R: by Bob Sykes 

� 1 concrete slab approved, 5 vio-
lations in process and 1 possible 
encroachment. Letters have been 
issued on all items and follow up 
will be done.

Public Relations: by Phyllis 
Cotta. Up date on �: Hike and 
Ride Event� on 6/5/10, Ron Hunt 
said the event went well, 40 people 
came out, �it was a fun time� We 
hope to improve and continue the 
event.

SOS-Bob Sykes�Preliminary 
Charter was approved by com-
mittee and submitted to Big Oak 
Flat School District. Last weeks 
meeting had over 100 people in 
attendance. Big Oak Flat is hop-
ing to get back to committee next 
month and have agreed to rush 
this thru. 

Parks & Trails: by Ron Hunt 
� Baseball Park was the primary 
subject. Concern was noted in re-
gards to the need for new mower 
and continued maintenance of 
the ball park. It was noted that 
volunteers will be necessary to 
get the work done that is neces-
sary. Shelly & Mike Cummings 
agreed to take charge supervising 
the maintenance of park. Erick 

Forrester spoke on behalf of the 
Trailblazers, 63 hours labor was 
reported, Maps delivered to vari-
ous stores & real estate of�ces, 
2 new volunteers, working with 
Lake Don Pedro Agency to hook 
up 1 of our trails that leads to trail 
around lake. Meetings continue 
with the 2 counties, trying to get 
materials to mark the parks, etc. 
Long discussion took place in re-
gards to the possible bene�ts to 
our community because of both 
the trails and Baseball Park.

Discoverer: No report, Ken 
Kennedy absent. 

Emergency Plan Commit-
tee: On behalf of Ken Kennedy, 
Phyllis Cotta reported that Jim 
and Adrian Knops have agreed to 
head the committee and are al-
ready working with Coulterville 
to coordinate as they are doing 
the same thing.

MOTION TO APPROVE 
COMMITTEE REPORTS by 
Ruth Smith-Second by Ron Hunt 
VOTE-yes, unanimous

OLD BUSINESS: Announce-
ment of new Board Member was 
done at the beginning of this 
meeting.

NEW BUSINESS:
A)	 MOTION TO PUR-

CHASE MOWER & WEED EAT-
ER.FOR APPROX. $3,000.00 by 
Mitch Mattea Second Bob Sykes, 
Vote-yes unanimous. Prior to vote 
a discussion was had to see to it 
that who ever use the new mower 
at the baseball park is fully trained 

and supervised. Ron Hunt will 
be working with Shelly and Mike 
Cummings to make sure the Mow-
er is properly maintained.

B)	 MOTION TO AP-
POINT CALIFORNIA ELEC-
TIONS COMPANY OUR IN-
SPECTOR OF ELECTIONS by 
Ron Hunt Second Ruth Smith, 
Vote-yes unanimous.

C)	 MOTION TO DO-
NATE A ROOM FOR THE 
WEEKEND ON A NON-HOLI-
DAY WEEKEND FOR THE 
BASS TOURNAMENT RAFFLE 
by Mitch Mattea Second Ron 
Hunt Vote-yes unanimous

D)	P urchase of Kitchen re-
frigerator not necessary at this 
time, Mr. Pope was able to re-
pair. It was suggested that we get 

an estimate of the cost of a new 
unit and a life expediency esti-
mate due to the age of the refrig-
erator so that we can plan for the 
expense. 

GOOD OF THE ORDER
LONG DISCUSSION TOOK PlACE IN 

REGARDS TO THE CSD. OPINION 
OF OUR ATTORNEY, DEON STEIN 
WAS STATED. 

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION TO ADJOURN 

at 11:50 was made by Ron Hunt 
�second by Bob Sykes VOTE-yes, 
unanimous

Respectfully submitted, Phyllis 
Cotta, LDPOA Board Secretary

A volunteer Organization for the 
preservation of our trail system.
Join us and enjoy the open scenery.
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The best way to escape from 
a problem is solve it. Bren-
dan Francis

It seems that every time we turn 
around, there seems to be a new set 
of problems, issues, and challenges. 
We can learn by them, whether it 
is to share with others how you re-
solved it, or learn how to avoid future 
problems. In our small community, 
there seems to always be some kind 
of problem that arises. Water issues, 
school issues, county issues, etc. As 
president of your association, it is my 
responsibility to inquire and see how 
we can avoid these problems or help 
resolve them. 

Do you know what your ISO 
rating is on your homeowners in-
surance? I was very disturbed when 
I was noticed last month that my 
homeowners� insurance policy 
through Allstate was going to be 
dropped because my ISO rating 
was a 10. I have had this same in-
surance policy since I moved here 

PrESIdEnTS MESSaGE
bY SHErrI FlOSI

Those Scrumptious 
Fresh Fruits & 

Veggies are Back!

at The Hacienda (near corner of Bonds Flat & J59)
from 2 - 6 pm on every Thursday starting on May 13th

Got “stuff” to sell• 
Rent a table at the Bazaar only $5

Crafts / Yard Sale Items / Fund Raisers

Every

Thursday!

in 1992 and nothing has changed. 
Allstate hired an ISO company 
to evaluate their policies and my 
policy was one of them. Since the 
Blanchard CDF �re station is lo-
cated in Tuolumne County and I 
live in Mariposa County, the insur-
ance company only recognizes the 
Coulterville CDF �re station as the 
responding station, which is 8 miles 
away from my house. Blanchard 
is only 4.5 miles from my house. 
Now mind you, both stations are 
CDF, and the Blanchard station 
responds to the LDP subdivision. 
Can you get this in writing-no! 
That would be a commitment-but 
wait-doesn�t CDF serve California? 
My policy was again denied on ap-
peal at 4:30pm of the day it would 
expire at midnight. Nice! And I 
was out of town. I �led a complaint 
with the Dept of Insurance, called 
TV stations, and wrote our county 
supervisor. Oh-I also got a new 
policy that cost me $450 more per 

year. The Department of Insurance 
is investigating this matter. I have 
not heard back from our county 
supervisor yet, but expect to short-
ly. I know that I cannot be the only 
one that this has happened to and I 
hope that I can resolve this issue so 
all our homes can have lower ISO 
ratings even if you live in Mari-
posa County, which in turn re-
duces our insurance cost. More to 
come on that problem and if any 
of you have had the same problem, 
I would like to hear about it. You 
can leave a message for me at the 
of�ce and I will return your call. 
209-852-2312

Lake Don Pedro Community 
Service has put the stand by fee in-
crease to rest. It was very clear that 
they could not afford the lawsuits 
that would have transpired if they 
would have continued they way 
they were proposing to increase 
it. Myself, and other community 
members fought hard on the stand 

by customers behalf, and the legal-
ity of the way they were handling 
this. We did not argue that there 
should be some kind of increase, 
but they needed to do it legally and 
equitably. Thank you to those who 
diligently went to all the meetings 
that led up to their �nal decision. 

Lake Don Pedro High School-our 
community was lead to believe that 
the high school would be closed for 
good due to the extreme �nancial 
situation that Big Oak Flat Uni�ed 
School District was in. The com-
munity came together and came 
up with an alternative for the kids 
and started the process of develop-
ing a charter school. This seems to 
be the wave of the future. Golden 
Lakes Charter School will probably 
be up and running by next school 
year as an on-site charter school. 
Right now the alternative is Gold 
Rush Charter School, which is an 
independent study charter school. 
Gold Rush has rented of�ces at the 

Hacienda facility to accommodate 
their teaching structure. LDPOA 
wants to support them in any way 
we can as long as it does not inter-
fere with the members and their 
usage of the facility. Big Oak Flat 
Uni�ed School District has now 
decided to keep Lake Don Pedro 
High School open (as of 8/09/10) 
with 2 teachers. Currently there are 
14 teens enrolled. I am very opti-
mistic that Golden Lakes Charter 
School will start next fall with ex-
ceptional teachers and better op-
portunities for the kids in the Lake 
Don Pedro area. Once that charter 
school opens, this problem will be 
resolved.

This past month has been quite 
a learning experience and a lot of 
problem solving. I appreciate that 
I can serve on this LDPOA board 
and give back to our community 
in this way. Thank you all for your 
support. Until next month-enjoy 
the rest of the summer. 

NOTICES
Hacienda Closure

 The LDPOA Hacienda of�ce will be closed for the holi-
day weekend Saturday, September 4th.

Pedestrian/Equestrian Easements
Use of the Pedestrian/Equestrian easements by motor-
ized vehicles is forbidden by County and State ordi-
nances. Violations can result in �nes up to $500.00.
Mariposa County Ordinance no. 950, section 13.24.010
Tuolumne County Ordinance no. 2234, section 9.20.030
California Vehicle Code, Section 23127

Two Open Seats on the LDPOA Board
Remember you have until August 2nd to submit your 
intent to run for the owners association board of direc-
tors. for instructions call the association of�ce or read 
page 3 in the July issue of the Discoverer. 

Elimination of Owner Membership Cards
The Owner Membership Cards are being eliminated. 

Reasons for their elimination is the cost of producing and 
mailing the cards and the fact that the cards are not being 
used any longer in the community.
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CSD MEETING
(Continued from Front Page)

Whoever said that �there 
is no free lunch� has not 
called the Business Al-

liance in Tuolumne County. Free 
business consulting services are just 
a phone call away. Their newest 
business consultant, Lorinda For-
rest, is an expert in generating new 
customers for small to medium-
sized enterprises, with a specialty in 

helping startup businesses. Services 
include writing a business and mar-
keting plan, promotions, develop-
ing company policies and human 
resources, staf�ng, budgeting, and 
lease and contract negotiation, to 
name a few. Forrest has experience 
in many industries including tour-
ism, health care/medical �eld, and 
the restaurant business. As a col-
lege level instructor, Forrest is well-
known for her class called, �Owning 
Your Own Business.� For more in-
formation or to request services, call 
Lorinda Forrest at (209) 626-9608, 
or email her at lorforr@gmail.com.

How can the Business Alliance 
provide highly trained experts for 
free? The Small Business Devel-
opment Center (Alliance SBDC) 
trains and underwrites their busi-
ness consultants thanks to a match-
ing grant to the Tuolumne County 
Economic Development Author-

ity from the Irving J. 
Symons Foundation 
at the Sonora Area 
Foundation and the 
Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA). 
SCORE also provides 
free business consul-
tants, many who have 
previously served as 
managers or CEOs in 
other communities.

As a small busi-
ness owner, free ser-
vices are available to 
you through a newly 
formed umbrella or-
ganization comprised 
of four well known 
agencies: Tuolumne 
County Chamber of Commerce, 
SCORE, Alliance SBDC, and the 
Economic Development Authority. 
Together, these entities have pro-

Business Expert In Restaurants and 
Startups Offers Free Consulting

sis, but appeared reasonable with past yearly 
consumption rates. Over one hundred �cour-
tesy cards� were sent out with a corresponding 
number of telephone calls to alert customers. 
Marchesiello emphasized she only billed on 
the consumption numbers furnished to her 
and reading the meters was not one of her du-
ties. Several ratepayers expressed concern that 
meters were not read properly. One attendee 
suggested someone was playing with num-
bers which was an issue for State Weights and 
Measures.

Charise Reeves advised it appeared as 
though most every customer indeed used 
the total amount of water but they were not 
billed correctly due to meters being under-
read for two or three months. Wes Barton 
commented on the Financial Statements re-
garding P&L and suggested the Board look 
at total acre feet of water pumped and acre 
feet sold as an aggregate versus a case by case 
review as the of�ce was doing. Upon Chuck 

Day�s suggestion, the board agreed to waive 
penalties for two months (September and 
October billings) due to meter reading er-
rors. Chuck Day commented that he was 
really concerned about the fact this was the 
second meter reader CSD had hired who 
failed to read the meters correctly. Discus-
sion as to how an investigation might be 
conducted in light of the vacant general 
manager position.

REPORTS BY COMMITTEES � none.

GRAND JURY RESPONSE
Request to respond to the Grand Jury Re-

port that was received in July with a response 
due by mid-September. The response could 
be to either accept or reject what the jury con-
cluded and recommended along with what 
steps, if any, were being made to satisfy rec-
ommendations. The Board agreed President 
Ross would write the response to the Grand 

Jury with Board direction. 
Ross commented that for-
mer president Wes Barton, 
Chuck Day and Sally Punte 
were the only directors privy 
to what had happened with 
the Grand Jury because Ross 
and Kinsella were excluded. 

DISTRICT LEGAL RE-
CORDS STATUS

A request to decide what 
to do with the District�s 
legal records held by the 
Mariposa Superior Court 
from a lawsuit handled by 

Robert M. Desky against Merced irrigation 
District during the 1990�s. The board agreed 
to pick up and retain the records.

RECESS UNTIL 4PM - Meeting called 
back to order. 

ACCOUNTS RECEIVABLE UPDATE
Staff suggested to adjust (no collection) 

on a past due account of $4,056.46 be-
cause there was no contract for the project 
because it was of a �hand shake� nature and 
unenforceable. Director Skoien questioned 
the account and was advised it was origi-
nally a vineyard project that required a raw 
water connection which was never installed. 
The Board agreed to adjust the account to 
zero with Director Skoien voting no.  

BANK SIGNERS
The Board agreed to approve the 2010-8 

Resolution removing Wes Barton and adding 
Director Skoien.

TUOLUMNE COUNTY LEGAL 
COUNSEL

Request to discuss and accept employing 
the Tuolumne County Legal Counsel as ad-
ditional legal service representatives. Emery 
Ross advised he talked with CSD attorney 
Raymond Carlson who agreed a good con-
tract with Tuolumne County could save the 
District some money and Carlson would 
help construct such a contract detailing re-
sponsibilities. Chuck Day commented that 
Raymond Carlson was �ne with water issues 
but with other matters such as on the job 
injuries, wrongful termination and the Prop 

218 rate increase the County would be better 
prepared. The Board agreed to hire Tuolumne 
County legal counsel for speci�c subject mat-
ters as needed.

POSSIBLE SALE OF HP DESIGN JET 
Z3100 PHOTO PLOTTER

Request � offer by Local Redevelopment 
Authority in Riverbank to purchase GIS 
printer. CSD paid $6,659.45 in October 
2007. The plotter has had less than 5 hours 
use. The Board decided to sell the equip-
ment asking for $4,400, but not taking less 
than $4,000. 

2010 CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
CODE BIENNIAL UPDATE FOR FAIR 
POLITICAL PRACTICES COMMIS-
SION

Board approved request for the Presi-
dent/Vice-President to sign the 2010 Multi-
County Agency Biennial Notice with no 
amendments. 

UTILITY COST MANAGEMENT � 
ENDORSED AFFILIATE OF CSDA

A request to authorize staff to work with 
Utility Cost Management to review current 
electrical costs with PG&E was tabled to the 
next regular meeting. The program calls for 
a three year contract in which 42% of any 
savings realized are shared with the company 
producing them. 

Board consensus to provide Board Packets 
on �as requested basis�. 

Meeting adjourned at 4:52 PM. 

SERV ING  LAKE  DON  PEdRO  AREA

Call us for all your minor repairs/parts
By Appointment Only

Call in the evening 209 852-9711
Ask for Manny

Serving your Tree Needs
Big or Small We Do Them All

25+ YRs EXPeRIenCe � InsURed

vided free business consulting and 
mentoring, training and workshops 
for decades and have helped many 
businesses grow into successful en-

terprises. For more information, call 
(209) 677-7822 at the Chamber of 
Commerce or log on to our website: 
www.thebusinessalliance.net.
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Golden Lakes Charter School								      
Golden Lakes Charter School Line Item Budget report from 2/16/10 up to 8/17/2010				  
Chase Line Item Budget report history for 2/16/10 up to 8/17/2010					   
Date	 Bank Branch	Source	 Transaction	 Deposit	 Withdrawal	C heck #	 Balance			 

2/16/2010	C hase	 Dep		   221.36 			    221.36 			 
2/18/2010	C hase	 Dep		   8,463.38 			    8,684.74 			 
2/19/2010	C hase	 MYM Attorney�s			    2,500.00 	C h# 91	  6,184.74 		
2/22/2010	C hase	 Bobbie Dhanota 			    189.39 	C h# 92	  5,995.35 		
2/24/2010	C hase	 Dep		   192.00 			    6,187.35 			 
3/11/2010	C hase	 Dep		   69.00 			    6,256.35 			 
3/15/2010	C hase	 Dep		   19.00 			    6,275.35 			 
3/16/2010	C hase	 DMS Delta Management Systems			    1,500.00 	C h# 93	  4,775.35 	
3/16/2010	C hase	U SPS			    8.35 	 Debit	  4,767.00 			 
3/23/2010	C hase	 Bobbie Dhanota 			    85.39 	C h# 94	  4,681.61 		
3/29/2010	C hase	C a Charter Development  CCD			    2,500.00 	C h# 95	  2,181.61 	
3/30/2010	C hase	 Foothill Express Ad			    169.53 	C h# 96	  2,012.08 		
3/30/2010	C hase	 Shelly Cummings,Corp.Book 			    49.00 	C h# 97	  1,963.08 	
3/31/2010	C hase	 State of CA Statement of Info. 			    20.00 	C h# 98	  1,943.08 	
3/31/2010	 Total	  8,964.74 	  7,021.66 		   1,943.08 			 

Date	 Bank Branch	Source	 Transaction	  Deposit 	  Withdrawal 	Check #	  Balance 			 
4/5/2010			P   resent Balance	  1,943.08 			    1,943.08 		
4/5/2010	C hase	 MYM Law			    245.42 	 ch#99	  1,697.66 			 
4/6/2010	C hase		  Deposit	  614.00 			    2,311.66 			 
4/13/2010	C hase	 Aarti Dhanota 							     
		C  ost of Grocery/GymCleaning			    586.78 	C h#001	  1,724.88 	
4/16/2010	C hase	 Wendi Eaton (raf�e Purchases)			    247.45 	C h#002	  1,477.43 	
4/19/2010	C hase	 Foothill Express Ad			    320.59 	C h#003	  1,156.84 		
4/20/2010	C hase	U s Postal Service P.O.Box 206			    58.00 	C h#004	  1,098.84 	
4/16/2010	 Total	  2,557.08 	  1,458.24 		   1,098.84 			 
Account for Umpqua has been opened Chase account will be closed Chase balance transferred to Umpqua 		
								      
Bank Branch Turlock # 1059								      
Umpqua Bank Opening Deposit								      
Date	 Bank Branch	Source	 Transaction	  Deposit 	 Withdrawal	C heck #	  Balance 			 
4/21/2010	U mpqua #1059	 Taco Dinner Fundraiser	 Opening Deposit	  940.00 	 slip 2	  940.00 	
4/21/2010	U mpqua #1059	 Taco Dinner Fundraiser	 Deposit	  1,435.00 		  slip 4	  2,375.00 	
4/21/2010	U mpqua #1059	 Taco Dinner Fundraiser	 Deposit	  337.00 		  slip 3	  2,712.00 	
4/21/2010	U mpqua #1059	 Taco Dinner Fundraiser	 Deposit	  12.89 		  slip 5	  2,724.89 	
4/21/2010	 Total Dep.	  2,724.89 	 0	 Balance	  2,724.89 			 

Date	 Bank Branch	Source	 Transaction	  Deposit 	 Withdrawal	C heck #	  Balance 			 
4/26/2010	U mpqua #1059		P  resent Balance	  2,724.89 			    2,724.89 	
4/26/2010	U mpqua #1059	C hase	 Transfer	  100.00 			    2,824.89 		
4/26/2010	U mpqua #1059	C hase	 Transfer	  1,100.00 			    3,924.89 		
4/26/2010	 Total	  3,924.89 	 0		   3,924.89 			 
									       
Date	 Bank Branch	Source	 Transaction	  Deposit 	 Withdrawal	C heck #	  Balance 			 
5/3/2010	U mpqua #1059		P  resent Balance	  3,924.89 			    3,924.89 	
5/3/2010	U mpqua #1059	 Sierra Non-pro�t Organization					   
	U mpqua #1059	 Grant writing classe(s)						    
	U mpqua #1059	 For Donna Stensland-Paulla Mueller		  $100.00 	C h#1001	  3,824.89 	
5/4/2010	U mpqua #1059	C oulterville Coyote Howl - booth rent		  $25.00 	C h#1002	  3,799.89 	
5/5/2010	U mpqua #1059	 5/3/10 donation at meeting in bucket		  64.18 	 dep/9521 	  3,864.07 	
5/5/2010	U mpqua #1059	 Donation		   40.00 		C  h#2645	  3,904.07 		
5/11/2010	U mpqua #1059	 MYM Attorney retainer fee bal/paid		  $1,704.77 	C h#1003	  2,199.30 	
5/13/2010		  Foothill Express half pg Ad			   169.87	C h#1004	  2,029.43 	
5/14/2010		  Donations		   135.00 		  dep/9521 	  2,164.43 			 
5/14/2010		  Tri-tip dinner fundraiser for 5-22-10	 Debt		  $87.85 		   2,076.58 	
5/14/2010		  Tri-tip dinner fundraiser for 5-22-10	 Debt		  $81.79 		   1,994.79 	
5/14/2010		  Tri-tip dinner fundraiser for 5-22-10	 Debt		  $21.40 		   1,973.39 	
5/20/2010	U mpqua #1073	 Donations/debt	 Debt Bananas 5-21 193.96  $19.52 	P OS	  2,147.83 	
5/24/2010	U mpqua #1080	 Tri-tip dinner  5-22-10, dinner	 830.00 			    2,977.83 	
5/24/2010	U mpqua #1080	 Tri-tip dinner  5-22-10, donations	  32.00 			    3,009.83 	
5/28/2010	U mpqua #1080	 Tri-tip dinner  5-22-10, desserts	 50.00 			    3,059.83 	
6/13/2010	U mpqua #1080	 MYM Attorney retainer fee bal/paid	 $3,058.05 	C h#1005	  1.78 		
6/13/2010	U mpqua #1080	 Donations		   300.00 		  dep/9521 	  301.78 		
6/25/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Savemart Hotdogs fundraiser 7/3		  $47.50 	 Atm	  254.28 	
6/25/2010	U mpqua#1080	 Dep Donations, Elle ,Paul,Bosiks	 450.00 		  dep/9521 	  704.28 	
6/26/2010	U mpqua#6137	 Deposit Donations Bucket Bosiks	  56.00 		  dep/9521 	  760.28 	
7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Deposit Donations HouseBoat mini	 $20.70 		  dep/9521 	  780.98 	
7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Wonder hostess debt fundraiser 7/3		  $22.00 	 Atm	  758.98 	
7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	 BogLots Debt Fundraiser 7/3		  $87.65 	 Atm	 $671.33 	
7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Savemart Hotdogs fundraiser 7/3	 Soda	 $12.35 	 Atm	 $658.98 	

7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Savemart Hotdogs fundraiser 7/3	 Soda	 $12.36 	 Atm	  646.62 	
7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Savemart Hotdogs fundraiser 7/3	 Soda	 $12.37 	 Atm	  634.25 	
7/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	P rinter paper for G.L.C.S 	 Board Approved	 $41.17 	 Atm	  593.08 	
7/5/2010	U mpqua#1059	 reimbursment Manny Dhanota					   
7/5/2010	C ostco/S&F	 Tri-Tip Dinner 6/22 and Fund 7/3	R eciepts Approved	 $101.40 	C h#1006	  491.68 	
7/7/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Dep Chase transfer		  $135.84 		  dep/9521 	  627.52 	
7/7/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Dep Hotdogs fundraiser 7/3	 $729.56 		  dep/1059	 $1,357.08 	
7/7/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Debt walmart GLCS binder deviders	 Board Approved $6.31 	 Atm	 $1,350.77 	
7/7/2010	U mpqua#1059	 DebtCostcoGLCS binders for Charter	 Board Approved $10.50 	 Atm	 $1,340.27 	
8/2/2010	U mpqua#1059	R einbursment for Charter binders G. Dortch Board Approved $423.04 	C h#1007	
$917.23 			 
8/9/2010	U mpqua#1059	 Dep Donations 		  $200.00 		  dep/1059 	 $1,117.23 	
8/17/2010	U mpqua	P ending Dep donation bucket	C ASH	 $15.00 		  dep	 $1,132.23 	
8/17/2010	U mpqua	 pending Dep donation G brown	C heck # 1091290808	 $220.00 	 dep	 $1,352.23 	
	
			    Beginning Balance 	  Deps 	  Withraws 		   Balance 		
		   40,326.00 	  3,924.89 	 $3,137.24 	 $5,621.86 		   forward 			 
		   Bal combined with dep and withdraw 	  3,924.89 	 $7,062.13 	 $1,352.23 		  $1,352.23 	
		
MYM 	 BILL PENDING	P AYMENT DUE BY 7/20/2010	 Envoice# 26585	 $7,327.31 		
			P   ast due 	    $5,232,37						   
			C   urrent charges	    $2,.199.47				  
			   TOTAL DUE 	 $7,327.31 	  service from 7-31-2010 to 8-2-2010			 
		
Chase	 update	     CURRENT TREASURY/BUDGET/	 LINE  ITEM  CHASE # 3285 REPORT			 
5/11/2010				  
5/11/2010	C hase#3285	                                        4/1/2010	 Beginning Bal				  
$4,928.00 			 
	C hase#3285	Dep and additions              4/7/2010	 # 73314734			   614.00 	 $614.00 	
	C hase#3285	9 checks paid          (1)      4/7/2010      	C h# 999996			   169.53 	
		  Date(s)paid              (2)      4/8/2010	Ch# 999994			   85.39 		
		                                 (3)      4/8/2010	Ch# 999999			   245.42 		
		                                 (4)      4/9/2010	Ch# 999995			   2,500.00 		
		                                 (5)    4/16/2010	Ch# 7414920001			    586.78 	
		                                 (6)    4/22/2010	Ch# 999997			   49.00 		
		                                 (7)    4/22/2010	Ch# 7414920004			    58.00 	
		                                 (8)    4/26/2010	Ch# 7414920003			    320.59 	
		                                 (9)    4/30/2010	Ch# 7414920001			    247.45 	
			 
4/30/2010	 Total Checks 	Paid			   Total	  Paid 	 4,262.18			 
4/26/2010	C hase#3285	Withdraw from Chase for dep to New Umpqua Account # 1059	C ashiers Ch	  1,100.00 		
						       Withdraw 	 $1,100.00 			 
Chase Daily ending Balance								      
	C hase#3285	4/7/2010				     5,372.47 				  
	C hase#3285	4/8/2010				     5,041.66 				  
	C hase#3285	4/9/2010				     2,541.66 				  
	C hase#3285	4/16/2010				     1,954.88 				  
	C hase#3285	4/22/2010				     1,847.88 				  
	C hase#3285	4/26/2010				     427.29 				  
	C hase#3285	4/30/2010				     179.84 				  
5/28/2010	C hase#3285	5/20/2010	 Service fee		  $12.00 	  167.84 				  
6/3/2010	C hase#3285	6/3/2010	C heckcleared #98	 State	 $20.00 	 $155.84 			 
6/30/2010	C hase#3285	6/30/2010	 Service fee		  $12.00 	 $135.84 				  
7/2/2010	C hase#3285	Dwight Mueller Closed account	C ashed out		  $135.84 	 $0.00 	 $0.00 	
							       $0.00 			 

�Balance of Chase was  transferred and deposited over to Umpqua.  In the amount of : $135.84 after fees emposed		
					     7/3/2010			 
										        
Amount was lowered again due to a service fee emposed by Chase Bank of $12.00 charged on 6/30/2010		
Balance Has been deposited into Umpqua GLCS account #1059  on 7-5-2010					   
	 ACCOUNT CLOSED				  
							       $0.00 			 

Golden Lakes Charter School Budget Report
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WhaT IS HappEnIng aT 
CSD?

Friday Aug 20th Mary Brown 
and I took the leak report and went 
to look at all the leaks reported in 
2009 and we were confused and 
dismayed at what we saw. Many 
of the leaks were seriously eroded 
the roads and none of them had 
been repaired in over a year. 

Letting leaks go for over a year 
just makes the needed repairs 
much more expensive then if they 
had �xed them in a timely manner.  
What happens when someone 
drives over the leak and a large 
sinkhole appears?  How much 
money has just run down roads 
and gullies?  

Numerous meters not read from 
April through May, maybe even 
longer and the �rst anyone on the 
board hears about it is this month. 
Why? Where are the checks and 
balances?  

Government code states, �The 
board of directors shall govern 
each district. The board of direc-
tors shall establish policies for the 
operation of the district.

Last year when the Board got a 
Prop 218 rate increase, the board 
gave out raises instead of using 
the money for what Prop 218 in-
tended. That money should have 
gone to �xing leaks.  Letting leaks 
go for over a year is like burning 
$100 bills, I shudder to think how 
much this is costing us.

The more I look into CSD opera-
tions the more concerned I am for 
its future. The bad business deci-
sions and poor management of 
this and previous boards have all 
come home to roost and we are 
now suffering the results of their 
actions.  For our CSD to survive we 
will need to restructure how it is 
operated and we need a compe-
tent board to govern it.

�Vicki Keefe

UnEducaTEd and UndESIR-
ablE laZY nEIghbORS

When people buy property here 
at Lake Don Pedro, or rent, they 
need to be advised that if there is 
an access road through their said 
residence, what the said access 

road is and means and is for. Also 
who is responsible for maintaining 
such road.

I am a property owner in the 
Lake Don Pedro Home owners as-
sociation. We own two properties 
adjacent to one another. The prop-
erty we live on has it�s own drive-
way while the other property has 
a common access road through 
other homeowners properties and 
driveways, which I may use once 
a month or less.  It seems that nei-
ther of these residents seems to 
think they have any responsibility 
to maintain this access road, that 
they use and damage annually, 
nor to they offer any help to do so 
(which is �ne with me). They will 
not get up, walk out with a rake 
or shovel to even help rake gravel 
into a hole that they may have 
made. I have asked for help, just 
to be told, no, my back hurts no I 
can�t afford it, I�ll do it when I think 
I have the time.  To my expense, 
which is not an issue, have spent 
$ 800 this past year having gravel 
laid and leveled on their part of 
the access road. This is to lessen 
the dust for them in dry months, 
and prevent water damage in wet 
months, when someone or I drive 
by their property. Now they and I 
can drive on a road that is not rut-
ted out or have any muddy water 
running through their properties. 
I have been watched by these 
neighbors through their windows, 
and have had my tractor guy that 
I hired has been chastised for 
making dust and noise and told 
to stop, asked what did he think 
he was doing. Being that is now 
past history, yesterday I came up 
the road to notice some holes de-
veloping in the road. I purchased 
some more gravel, drove down to 
and �lled the hole, and as usual, 
no help was offered. Some 30 or 
so minutes later a Sheriff Deputy 
was at my front door. The neighbor 
had called the Sheriff complaining 
that I was causing damage and 
doing something I had no right to 
do and was �lling up the culvert 
and was causing problems of road 
washing out at future date. Now I 
ask you, how lame is that? With-
out getting up off their chair, but 
watching me from their window, 
my time, money and labor, to see 

what I was actually doing to again 
help maintain the road, I now have 
a Sheriff report on record, that I 
was doing something wrong. I just 
do not understand people. These 
two neighbors residents are com-
piled with junk, piles of �re hazard 
stuff lying on ground; the owners 
association will not do anything, 
a poor old horse making dust all 
day, goat tied to trees, sheep in 
small dog type cage, trailers, cars, 
it is just terrible. They block the 
road regularly and road needs to 
remain open for CDF if and when 
ever needed. They tear up the road 
on a daily base, yet won�t lend a 
hand or even pick up a rake or 
shovel to help. What the hell is the 
world coming to? Call the Sheriff, 
turn him in, he is working to help, 

maintain access road, at his own 
expense. We don�t want to help 
him, but we�ll call the Sheriff and 
complain. I guess from now on, let 
it wash out, make mud, dust, and 
see if they enjoy that better I�m 
done! It seems people just do not 
want to communicate anymore 
these days or help. What they do 
not seem to understand is that by 
me repairing and maintaining the 
road so that I have better access 
to my property, is that they bene�t 
in the long run.

Who�s road is it anyway? What 
does the owners associations do? 
I guess I can waste the taxpayer 
money and start calling the Sheriff 
also and complain?

�Phil

From the Editor:
To all readers, neighbors, advertisers and 
LDPOA members. Thank you for your 
many kind and encouraging calls and let-
ters regarding The New Discoverer.

In upcoming issues we are hoping many 
of you will become not only readers but 
also contributors. Remember this is your 
paper. If we have any aspiring poets out 
there, how about a poet�s corner� Maybe 
you would like to share your favorite 
recipe� How about your photos of Life in 
Don Pedro or the natural beauty that sur-
rounds us� Send in your news items that 
are important to you and your commu-
nity, accompanied by photos if you like. 
Like I said �It�s Your paper.� 
Get involved.

Items sent by e-mail, either in the 
email body or attached in a pdf file, 
are easiest for us, but do what you can. 

Email: info@ldpoa.com

Please Note:
We have two separate letter departments. 

�Letters to the Editor� (General Com-
munity) where you can freely voice your 
opinion on any issue.

�Letters to the LDPOA Board� 
(Association items) where you can ask 
questions of any of your directors. Your 
question will be printed along with their 
response. 

[While we know that our readers will, of 
course, demonstrate tact and comment 
on issues rather than personalities, we do 
reserve the right not to print any libelous 
statements or profane language.] 

The Discoverer welcomes letters and articles for publication provided they meet the criteria established 
in the current LDPOA Discoverer Editorial Policy (See excerpt below). Letters must be limited to 250 
words, typewritten or emailed using upper and lowercase letters (no handwritten material, no all-
capital material) and signed with name, address and phone number (Only your name will appear as 
part of your letter. All other information is for contact purposes only). LETTERS MUST BE RECEIVED 
BY THE EDITOR BY 4:30 PM ON THE 10th OF EACH MONTH. Letters deemed by the Editorial Committee 
to be improper are not accepted. Readers are advised that the opinions expressed in these letters 
are those of the individual authors, not of The Discoverer. 

Letters to the Editor

Community

Columbia college�s popular drawing and painting 
class returns this fall after a budget-driven absence. 
Taught by Jim Leitzell, a local artist whose work is 

in collections across America and Europe, the class will study 
that popular subject, historic old barns. Bring your favorite 
media, watercolor, acrylics or drawing utensils, and discover 
the beauty of these rustic old buildings.

The class will meet Mondays from 1 to 4 p.m., just like 
before, beginning September 20. There are 12 weekly meet-
ings. You may apply for admission or sign up for the class 
online at www.gocolumbia.edu and click the connect Co-
lumbia link. Follow the prompts to apply and register. The 
class is listed as Art 308, Section 0884. It is a non-credit class, 
so the fee is $18, the best deal in higher education! You will 
need to bring your own art supplies.

Or, you may simply show up at the �rst class and sign up 
then. If you want information about registering you may call 
Admissions and Records at 209 588-5231 or 5233. If you 
want to know more about what we will be doing or art sup-
plies, call instructor Jim Leitzell at 209 878-0935.

This is a no-stress class; hopefully you�ll have fun and learn 
something about art, so come check it out and exercise your 
art muscles.

The Art Class at the 
Hacienda is back!
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The historic town of Coul-
terville will host four local 
cowboy poets on Saturday, 

Sept. 18, from the brand new stage 
in the Coulterville Park from 6 �til 
9 pm. An American tradition born 
out of cowboys entertaining one 
another �round the camp�re after 
a hard day�s ride, cowboy poetry is 
a �lled with quirky characters� a 
blend of humor and pathos, cour-
age and determination that honors 
a vanishing way of life.

Sponsored by the Mariposa 
County Arts Council, this is a 
free event. The Coulterville Com-
munity Club�s Park Improvement 
Committee will be hosting the 
evening�s fun, with root beer �oats 
and munchies available. 

Wendy Brown-Barry, a noted 
and well-traveled cowboy poet has 
organized the evening�s talent. She 

will also serve as emcee and will 
perform. ?By golly?,? she drawls, ??I 
see cowboy poetry as the voice of 
the real working West.? Wendy has 
received many accolades and has 
played the ?big stage? of Cowboy 
Poetry, the annual festival in Elko, 
Nevada, that attracts the best and 
brightest poets from around the 
country.

�Wendy has been an advocate 
and a knowledgeable go-getter that 
has done a world 
of good for the 
whole genre,� 
notes Elko�s co-
founder and 
one of Cowboy 
Poetry�s biggest 
stars, Waddie 
Mitchell.

In addition 
to Wendy, and 

possibly her dog Flash, three oth-
ers will share their western rhymes 
that promise to make one laugh, 
and maybe even cry. Close your 
eyes and you just might smell the 
aroma of fresh cut hay, feel your-
self lulled to the loping gait of a 
cowpony and think about them 
doggies you�ve been herding along 
on a long dusty trail.

Catheys Valley�s own young tal-
ent, 15-year-old Dylan Marchetti, 
who was discovered and nurtured 
by Wendy, is on the bill. The teen 
has also played Elko�s �big stage�. 
Joining the two women are veteran 
poet, equine veterinarian Madison 
Seamans of Coarsegold, and Coul-
terville�s own Keith Keenom, who 
accompanies his performance with 
music.

Get back to the roots and code 
of the West. If you�ve never expe-
rienced this brand of performance, 
you owe yourself a taste. So pack 
up the kids, maybe a country din-
ner and hit the ole dusty trail to 
Coulterville. The Coulterville Park 

COWBOY POETRY COMES TO COULTERVILLE
Four Local Poets Celebrate All That Is 
Country

Attention All 
Community Members!
SUbmIttED bY tHE LDPE PArENtS 
ClUb

The Lake Don Pedro Elemen-
tary School Parents� Club 
would like to keep our com-

munity members informed of the up-
coming activities LDPE has planned 
for the 2010-2011 school year. 

First and foremost, we�d like to in-
vite you to the GRAND OPENING 
of our fabulous gym! Come and join 
the fun on Friday, October 1st from 
5:30 p.m. � 7:00 p.m. and not only 
get to see the wonderful gym our 
kids have now, but also have the op-
portunity to enjoy a delicious and af-
fordable spaghetti dinner ($5.00 per 
person � includes spaghetti, garlic 
bread and salad). 

We�d also like to let you know about 
more October fund raising events:

Bingo Night is back! Come join 
the fun and have a chance to sup-
port LDPE and mingle with all your 
friends. Games are simple, afford-
able and babysitting will be available. 
Bingo night will be held the second 
Friday of every month, beginning on 
October 8th, from 6:30 p.m. � 8:30 
p.m. in the LDPE gym. 

Cookie Dough sales begin on 
September 20th and run through 
October 1st (all orders due on 
10/01/10). Keep an eye open for 
the kiddos in your neighborhood 
stopping by to see if you�d like to 
look through the catalog. 

�Drive & Dine� drive through 
dinner will be held on Wednesday, 
October 13th , in the LDPE parking 
lot from 5:30 p.m. � 7:00 p.m. With 
weeknights being super busy, why 
not have us make dinner for you? 
Chicken, pasta salad, corn and roll is 
the perfect answer to a simple home 
cooked meal with no mess for you to 
worry about and at only $8.00 per 
dinner, it�s a great deal too! 

Marie Calendar Pie sales begin 
on October 25th and run through 
November 17th (all orders due on 
11/17/10) with pie pick up being 
scheduled for November 24th. Just 
in time for Thanksgiving � give 
yourself (and your oven) a break and 
purchase your pies this year.

We appreciate the community�s 
support with our fundraising efforts. 
All fund raised will assist our students 
with classroom and playground 
equipment, educational and honor 
roll �eldtrips, etc. We all know how 
tough the economy is these days and 
it�s wonderful to know how much all 
of you care about our kids and our 
school. Watch for our event updates 
in each issue of this newspaper and 
again thank you for your support!

is located one block south (on 49) 
of the intersection of Hwy 49 and 
Hwy 132. We look forward to see-
ing you. Lawn chairs and blankets 
are advised. 

For more information, call the 
Mariposa County Arts Council at 
(209) 966-3155, P.O. Box 2134 
Mariposa CA 95338, Fax (209) 
966-3962, email: info@arts-mari-
posa.org, or visit us on the web at: 
arts-mariposa.org. The Arts Coun-
cil is funded in part by Mariposa 
County, the California Arts Coun-
cil a State agency and the National 
Endowment for the Arts, a Federal 
Agency.
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A few weeks ago, J.C. Watson died.   
While reading his obituary I noticed 
three items about J.C.  He enjoyed 

drinking and going to Bible study groups.  
The third was that he was born in 1924.

1924 was quite a year.  George Gershwin 
wrote �Rhapsody in Blue� that generations 
of music lovers have been enjoying while lis-
tening or dancing.

My dad was establishing his garage with 
his brother where they sold Chevrolets and 
stocked a complete parts store for Model Ts.  
Dad saved money from his stint in the U.S. 
Navy and then some years working for West-
ern Union.

My mom had just graduated from Normal 

School and was starting her �rst 
year teaching at the Little Green 
Schoolhouse in rural Shawano 
County.  She roomed and boarded 
at Walter Ritz�s home, walking two 
miles to school where she had to 
build a �re in the pot-bellied stove 
in the winter.

�Silent Cal� Coolidge had just 
been re-elected President of the 
United States.  Adolph, Benito, 
Josef, and Tojo were working their 
way up the political ladder in their 
respective countries.  Few would 
be aware of the horrible terror they 
would in�ict upon the world.

Jack Benny, Eddie Cantor, and Al Jolson 
were the vaudeville stars in the entertain-
ment �eld.  Enrico Caruso was the popular 
singer on the RCA Victor records.  The Big 
Bands were starting to form.  Radio was in 
its infancy.

The Great War was history and the 1920s 
depression was over.  The great Chandler 
auto was selling well.  Billy Sunday, the pop-
ular preacher and evangelist, was holding re-
vivals.  Most roads were dirt or gravel; city 
streets were bricks.  Airplanes were promis-
ing a new future in transportation, but trains 
were still the major means of long travel for 
Mr. and Mrs. America.

J.C. Watson�s folks would have to wait 
about ten years before they could legally buy 
alcoholic drinks.  Prohibition was the way of 
the day.  My granddad made dandelion wine 
for his winebibbing.

The King James Bible was the primary 
scripture for Protestants, and women were 
enjoying the privilege of voting.

Yes, 1924 was a great year.  There are some 
who would like to relive or bring back the 
special joys of that time gone by.  It was a 
time when the mechanical age was giving 
way to the electrical age; a mellow time giv-
ing way to an easier, but busier, time.

How everything has changed.  Not only 
are new discoveries being made almost daily, 
but women have been taking charge.  Now 

we have women doctors, women politicians, 
women preachers, police, �re �ghters, air-
plane pilots, lawyers, soldiers, sailors, cor-
porate executives, and managers.  They�ve 
replaced men in almost every �eld and pro-
fession.  Does this mean men are going the 
way of Dodo birds, dinosaurs, and Pontiac 
autos?  Or are we free to drink and study the 
Bible as our main interests?

As for me, I�m glad women and men are 
still essential to continue the human race.  
Isn�t the future exciting?  And yet, 1924 has 
its special allure.

					   
	 Blessings,

	 The Old Goat		
	 Larry Wincentsen	

Bleatings from �The Old Goat� LArrY WINCENtSEN

CAFÉ
OPEN

 Open 7 Days a Week!
Mini mart: Sun�Thurs 6am to 7pm � Fri & Sat 6am to 9pm

Cafe: Sun-Thurs 6am to 2pm � Fri & Sat 6am to 7pm
Check out our new senior dining program

• Sand 
• Gravel
• Bark 
• Humus
• Redi-Mix

• Decorative     
  Rock
• Brick 
• Pavers

• Stepping 
  Stones
• Block
• Retaining 
  Wall Systems

Landscape Rock & Crane Service

MIKE JONES � 3504 N. Hwy 59
209.722.3955      209.722.3957 fax

HOSPITAL FOR SINNERS
Is Your Soul Sick Or Troubled?

COME AND LET US INTRODUCE YOU 
TO OUR PRIMARY CAREGIVER, DR. JESUS CHRIST.

HIS PRESCRIPTIONS HAVE BEEN MIRACULOUS.

COMMUNITY UM CHURCH
HWY 49, COULTERVILLE

YOUR  APPOINTMENT IS  SUNDAY AT  10:00 AM
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Baptist
Don Pedro Baptist Church: 
4157 Abeto St., 
Pastor Hans Frei, 852-2029 

Greeley Hill Baptist Church: 
10241 Holtzel Rd. 
878-3128
 
Buddhist
Vichara Buddhist Monastery
10049 Ernst Rd, Coulterville
Rev. Dupont, 878-3398
 
Catholic
St. Louis Mission; Floto St., La Grange 
(across from P.O.), Pastor �
Rev. Ray Abella,
Contact Gigi Barton 852-0276, Mass 
5 Sunday, 
Confession by appt.

Mt. Carmel Catholic Church; 
Cemetery Rd, 
Big Oak Flat, 532-7139
Saturday Mass: 4:45 PM

Sunday Mass: 9:15 AM
Fr. Bill Kraft
209-532-7139
All welcome
 
Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints
Groveland Branch, 
President Ronald Dugdale, 
Old Hwy 120, Groveland, 
Sacrament 10 a.m.

Community Church
Hearts for Jesus 
Ministries
Corner of Cuneo and Dexter
In Greeley Hill
Bible Study Sunday mornings
at 10 a.m.
Worship Services Sunday mornings 
at 11 a.m.
 
Jehovah�s Witness
Jehovah�s Witness Kingdom Hall; 
6557 Greeley Hill Rd, 878-3279

 Lutheran
Mountain Lutheran Church
13000 Down to Earth Court, 
Groveland, 962-4064
www.MountainLutheranChurch.com
 
Methodist
Coulterville Community United 
Methodist Church; 
Hwy 49, 878-3837
 
Non-Denominational
Wildwood Community Chapel
10348 Fiske Rd, Greeley Hill
878-3610

Coulterville Christian Fellowship
5030 Main, 852-9441 
www.CoultervilleChristian.com
 
Seventh-Day Adventist
19585 Elder Lane, Groveland
6455 Pine Dr, Greeley Hill, 878-3108

Religious Services � where to worship

Community

�you have known the holy 
Scriptures, which are 
able to make you wise for 
salvation through faith in 
Christ Jesus. All Scripture 
is God-breathed and is 
useful for teaching, rebuk-
ing, correcting and train-
ing in righteousness, so 
that the man of God may 
be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work.� 

2 Timothy 3:15-17 
(NIV)

My left foot has been kill-
ing me. At times it has 
made me hobble around 

like an old man. I �nally went to 
the doctor who ordered X-rays and 
told me that he was referring me to 
a podiatrist. Next I got a notice to 
go to a heel-pain class at the hospi-
tal. I went last week and a podia-
trist taught about 20 of us how to 
deal with plantar fasciitis (that�s the 
thick band on the bottom of your 
foot that together with the foot 
bones comprises somewhat of a tri-
angle and forms your arch ? I told 
you this detailed information so 
you would know I paid attention 
in the class).

Isn�t it funny, how pain helps 
us to pay attention? Anyway, the 
doctor teaching the class told us 
that if we indeed were suffering 
from plantar fasciitis this class 
would help most of us in the room 
if we followed the recommenda-
tions. He told us to tackle the 
problem with a three-pronged ap-
proach: Anti-in�ammatory medi-
cation such as Ibuprofen, arch 
supports to put into our shoes, 
and a regimen of three exercises. 
Guess what I did following the 
class? Yup, I went straight to the 
pharmacy and bought some arch 
supports, when I  got to the car I 
took some Ibuprofen, and when I 
got home I started with the exer-
cises. The doc warned us though. 

Pastor�s Notes bY HANS frEI

Church not Listed?
If you don�t see your church listed here, please email the 
information to us at info@ldpoa.com and we�ll be sure 
it gets in our next issue.

I FALL ASLEEP IN CHURCH
 Wouldn�t you choose to be sleeping in a church pew rather 
than your easy lounge chair when the Lord Jesus returned to 

claim his own for eternity?
 Community UM Church � Hwy 49, Coulterville

PEACE FOR  THE SOUL Sunday, 10:00 AM
 

After 12 years as Pastor of the 
Coulterville United Meth-
odist Church,  Pastor Larry 

Wincentsen, has announced his 
retirement and Stan Skooglund, of 
Hughson, CA has been named to 
replace him. Stan graduated from 
Turlock High School and then at-
tended Biola College, Modesto Ju-
nior College, Stanislaus State and 
Fresno State Universities. 

He has worked for the Boys Clubs 
of Fresno,  Two years were spent 
working with Northrup Aviation 
in Al Kobar, Saudi Arabia before he 
went to work for the Postal Service. 
He worked in of�ces in Modesto, 
Stockton, Turlock, Livingston, 
Lodi, and Oakdale. He had been  
Postmaster for the towns of Win-
ton, Hughson and Ceres before he 
retired in 2008 after 31 years. 

The Army and the Army Reserve 
was a large part of Stan�s life and 
he speaks fondly of the 35 years he 
served. He was drafted in 1969 and 
spent 2 years on active duty, spend-
ing most of his time in Berlin, Ger-
many.. He joined the Army Reserve 
shortly after he returned and spent 
time in units in Modesto, Sunny-
vale, Dublin and Lathrop. He was 
mobilized for 3 years  during Op-
erations Iraqi Freedom and Endur-
ing Freedom, spending one year in 

Dublin as the 91st 
Division Operations 
Sergeant Major and 
then two years as the 
Command Sergeant 
Major of the 2/360th  
in Lathrop and Task 
Force Wagoneer at 
Fort Bliss, TX. He re-
tired in 2006 after 35 
years of service.

He and his wife, 
Janet, a 1st grade 
school teacher in 
Modesto, have been 
active in the Cente-
nary and Hughson 
Methodist churches. He served as 
the Lay Leader of the Hughson 
church since 2000. In 2001 Stan 
became a Conference Lay Speaker 
for the Sacramento District where 
he would speak at different church-
es when the regular ministers were 
on vacation or at school. In 2008 
he completed the Conference Lay 
Minister course, which enables him 

He told us that this would take 
some time, to give it at least two 
months before calling him back. 
Well, my hope and prayer is that 
I won�t have to call him back, so 
I�m giving this regimen my best 
effort. A week into it I think there 
is some real improvement.

Some in the class didn�t want to 
hear about a regimen, about ex-
ercise, losing weight, or changing 
routines. They wanted a shot, a 
better pill, or even a surgical pro-
cedure, and preferably now. They 
wanted something that required 
less self-discipline, something 
easier and quicker, something that 
allowed them to passively �x the 
problem. I think we are like that 
when it comes to spiritual dif�-
culties, problems, and ailments as 
well. We want quick �xes that re-
quire little to no change from us, 
�xes that have God active and us 
passive. Unfortunately that�s not 
how it works. Yes, there are times 
when nothing but surgery, noth-
ing but an act or intervention by 
God himself will do, but most 
often God tells us to follow the 
recommendations, the prescrip-
tions, the practices, the regimens 
the scriptures outline. The doc-
tor teaching the class knew a lot 
about feet. The God of the Bible 
knows a lot about life, He made 
the doctor who taught the class.

I am writing this pastor�s note 
hoping to encourage you to com-
mit yourself to the practice of 
God�s word for the long haul ? for 
life. That pain class will do me ab-
solutely no good unless I give the 
recommendation a real try. God�s 
Word will do us little good unless 
we�ll give it a real try. The doctor 
said, ?There is a real good chance 
that if you do what I am telling 
you I won�t see you again.? When 
we follow God�s Word the chances 
for life change and things to be 
better are not just ?really good? 
but certain.

To God be all glory, love you, 
Pastor Hans

to be the pastor of a local church. 
Stan looks forward to serving the 

Coulterville church and welcomes 
all to stop by and meet him. He 
will be in the of�ce on Tuesdays 
from 12 noon until 3 pm. You can 
reach him anytime at (209) 918-
9717. He hopes many people will 
come and worship on Sunday�s at 
10 am.

United Methodist Church Pastor Retires
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ter reading errors will be forth-
coming from the CSD staff. 

Ross explained the former gen-
eral manager had recommended 
hiring a meter reader who would 
be given 5 days a month to read 
1,448 water meters, however, 
shortly after this procedure was 
implemented Ross began receiv-
ing complaints at home which 
only increased over time. Some-
time back, while pondering what 
could possibly be wrong with the 
meters, Emery queried his wife: 
�if you have 1,448 meters and it 
takes you approximately 5 min-
utes per meter, how long would 
it take to read them all?� Emery, 
with a cowboyish grin of admira-
tion, said Betsy was a great math-
ematician and quickly calculated 
the answer to be about twenty 
days. Emery shook his head and 
said �you can�t really blame this 
meter reader because he was 
given an impossible task.� He 
continued by saying the District 
will return to utilizing a full crew 
on the last few days to complete 
the project as had originally been 
done in the past. 

CONTINUING WATER PIPE 
LEAKS

Although most ratepayers un-
derstand the LDPCSD infra-
structure is old, most things have 
an expected useful life span, and 
some distribution lines may have 
been installed improperly with-
out an adequate sand base in rock 
trenches, I questioned if there was 
any way to limit unnecessary stress 
on these old brittle water pipes? 
Ross told me the engineer had 
furnished the Board with a report 
some time ago regarding our 40 
year old system and advised that 
the CSD should start budgeting 
to replace the entire system, but 
even years ago that cost was esti-
mated to be approximately $60 
million dollars. 

Ross con�rmed water leaks were 
not only a huge Public Relations 
nightmare but a serious �nancial 
dif�culty as well with the escalat-
ing cost of water along with elec-
trical and chemical expenses which 
ultimately going down the drain. 
�It�s better to have that water 
running through someone�s gar-
den hose sprinkling a lawn rather 
than running down the street� he 
quipped. 

Emery also commented that he 
didn�t understand why the District 
sends �over use� notices when they 

should be sending thank you cards 
to those who use a lot of water be-
cause they help pay the CSD�s bills. 
Ross cautioned the leaks will not 
likely be solved within the next few 
years because the problem is so ex-
pansive. Complicating the matter is 
the fact our system also contains an 
older type of pipe known as Blue 
Bell which becomes brittle with 
age. Two inch diameter sections of 
this pipe may have also been used 
as water mains which are usually a 
much larger diameter.

Regarding obvious leaks near the 
intersection of Ranchito Drive and 
Gol�to Way discussed at the last 
meeting, Ross stated that the lead 
plant treatment operator stated 
there were more serious leaks re-
quiring repair, but with a puzzled 
look of concern Emery comment-
ed, �I don�t know, it looks bad to 
me�. A meeting is to be held with 
employees to ascertain more infor-
mation.

In regards to the complaints 
about �bumps� and �dips� in roads 
after underground leaks are re-
paired, Emery said he had talked 
with Director Skoien, the new di-
rector with underground construc-
tion experience in water distribu-
tion systems, and was told one of 

the reasons for the problem is due 
to the fact the ground is wet when 
the roadway is repaired. Emery was 
told although workers use sand and 
base rock to �ll the excavated hole 
and then Cold Patch to repair the 
roadway surface, the subsequent 
slow settling of the wet material 
underneath causes the potholes. 
Director Skoien has suggested us-
ing large metal plates to cover the 
excavation site to allow continued 
traf�c while simultaneously giv-
ing the ground an opportunity to 
completely dry before �nishing the 
asphalt repair.

GENERAL MANAGER
The recent resignation of the 

General Manager caught many by 
surprise and left the Community 
Services District in a dif�cult po-
sition so I asked Emery what was 
being done to �ll this important 
position? He told me the Financial 
Administrator had been asked by 
the Board several meetings ago to 
immediately start advertising for a 
General Manager but as of the last 
meeting they were advised she had 
been too busy with other work to 
initiate the advertising. Ross said 
the response was not acceptable 
because the Board needs somebody 

to effectively carry out the orders of 
the Board. 

Emery explained State Law also 
required that the CSD have a Gen-
eral Manager because the Board 
cannot be in the position of direct-
ing staff to do certain things while 
at the same time being the appeal 
authority if unhappy with perfor-
mance. �Unfortunately Jeff left and 
it�s too bad because now we are back 
to where we were when I got on the 
board, two years ago roughly, trying 
to �ll that vacancy and it�s not go-
ing to be easy.� Ross said the Board 
needed to either designate some-
body or do something interim soon 
to get the GM position �lled.

I asked Emery Ross about the 
controversial hiring of the last 
GM and apparent lack of adver-
tisement for the position. Ross 
stated the last GM position was 
not advertised because the former 
President and two other directors 
essentially recruited the individual 
and approved the hiring. He ex-
plained both he and Director Bill 
Kinsella felt there should have 
been more advertising but there 
wasn�t. Emery admitted, �Need-
less to say it was good to have a 
general manager and in the end 
I thought he was doing a pretty 
good job even though I did not 
initially vote for him.� 

Emery con�dently stated the 
entire Board is responsible for the 
recent meter reading problem be-
cause the board approved the pro-
cedure. He said, �even if you (per-
sonally) did not vote for it you are 
still, as a board member, respon-
sible. So we take full responsibil-
ity for the billing problem. The 
buck stops right at the board on 
that one because we don�t have a 
general manager and we need to 
get one.�

Ross said that the CSD President 
takes the heat when the public is not 
happy. He added that when things 
are going well, the full Board right-
fully gets credit. He went on to say 
that by District policy, the President 
is tasked with running meetings and 
�elding questions from the press. 
Ross emphasized that all district 
decisions, directives and policies are 
established by the Board. These ac-
tions are enacted only when a ma-
jority of the Board members vote on 
them at a public meeting.

I would like to thank Betsy and 
Emery for their hospitality and 
Emery�s �Ranch Time� to address 
these questions. 

EMERY INTERVIEW
(Continued from Front Page)

Excitement is building 
for the Sierra Art Trails 
� Yosemite Foothills 

Open Studio Tour. Now in its 
8th year, the event takes place 
on October 2nd and 3rd, from 
10 am to 6 pm, rain or shine. 
Exhibiting artists including 
painters, photographers, jew-
elers, sculptors, �ber artists, 
ceramicists, glass artists, wood-
carvers, and more. Partici-
pating communities include: 
Ahwahnee, Bass Lake, Cedar 
Valley, Coarsegold, North Fork, 
Mariposa, Oakhurst, Yosemite 
Lakes Park, and surrounding 
communities. Admission to the 
tour is $18, and includes the 
annual Sierra Art Trails catalog, 
a  spiral bound publication that 
serves as a �ticket for two� for 
the event weekend.

Catalogs can be purchased 
on the Sierra Art Trails website 
at http://www.sierraarttrails.
org/order.htm and at select retail 
locations listed HERE. Proceeds 

from catalog sales contribute to 
awards and scholarships presented 
by Sierra Art Trails each year.

Detailed driving maps and 
a listing of  The catalog maps 
lead art enthusiasts into private 

Mariposa Evenings 
Final Showdown!

  

The Mariposa County Arts Council pres-
ents the last two shows of the 2010 season 
of 

Cousin Jack�s Mariposa Evenings: The 
STRING SLINGERZ on Friday, August 27th, 
and on Saturday, August 28th, GOOD MEDI-
CINE will perform.

All performances for Mariposa Evenings will be 
held at the Mariposa County Arts Park, located 
on Hwy. 140, between 4th and 5th Streets, in 
downtown Mariposa.

Sierra Art Trails Catalogs Now Here
homes, studios, galleries, work-
shops and businesses where they 
may observe art in the making 
and purchase work directly from 
the artists. It�s an outstanding 
chance to explore the Yosem-

ite area, enjoy the beauty of 
autumn, stay in comfortable 
lodgings, and eat at our many 
fine restaurants.�

Major sponsors of this year�s 
Open Studio Tour� Chuk-
chansi Gold Casino and Resort, 
K-Jewel Radio 99.3 FM, Sierra 
Telephone, Yosemite Sierra Vis-
itor�s Bureau
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Enjoy pancakes and eggs to 
the sounds of country mu-
sic at the Old School House 

in Historic Coulterville, located at 
the corner of Broadway and Cem-
etery Sts.  Breakfast will be served 
on Sunday, September 12th from 8 
to 11 am. If you are not a museum 
member, join that morning and 
your meal is �on the house�. 

Not only is breakfast a great 
value - a generous serving of eggs, 
ham or sausage, �all-you-can-eat� 
pancakes, fresh fruit and bever-
age for only $5.00 for adults, 

$3.00 for children or a family 
�package� for $15.00 (2 adults 
& 2 children), but you are help-
ing fund Coulterville�s museum 
at the same time!  The proceeds 
of these monthly breakfasts are 
used to maintain and operate the 
History Center, located at the in-
tersection of Hwys. 49 and 132 
(base of the John Muir Route).  
Right now, the museum is not 
only doing some waterproofing 
and roof repairs before the rainy 
season is upon us, but needs to 
replace the old wooden fence 
that defines the perimeter of the 
grounds and gardens. 

ChancES TO WIn An ElEcTRIc 
STaRT GEnERaTOR  

In addition to the free drawing for 
a complimentary breakfast held each 
month and the normal $1 raf�e tick-
ets for home baked goodies and as-
sorted items that you can win on the 
spot, raf�e tickets remain available 
for a chance to win a Gentron 3000 
watt portable gas generator, com-

plete with a battery powered electric 
start.  Tickets are just $1 each. This 
raf�e continues through the Decem-
ber Breakfast, and the winner will 
not need to be present to win.  Buy 
a few each time you come to town 
and increase your chances to win this 
great item!  Tickets are also available 
at the museum during regular hours 
of operation, Wednesday through 
Sunday 10 am �til 4 pm. as well as at 
the breakfast.

The NMCHC was established 
as a 501c3 charitable organization 
in 1976 with the History Center 
opening to the public in 1980.  
Visited by thousands each year, 
including international travelers 
from around the world, the various 
displays and photos provide an au-
thentic glimpse of the life and times 
of the pioneers who helped settle 
the area in the early 1800?s and 
those who traveled west during the 
1849 California goldrush.  Mem-
berships and volunteer opportuni-
ties are available. Call 878-3750 
for more information or check out 
www.coultervillemuseum.org.

The Coulterville Community Club�s THIRD ANNUAL 
END OF SUMMER SPLASH will take place this year 
on the very last day that the Coulterville Pool will be 

open this summer, which will be on Labor Day, Monday, Sep-
tember 6th.

The Coulterville Community Club will pick up the tab for ev-
eryone swimming that day.  There will be free entertainment, hot 
dogs and punch about noon in the park.  In 
addition to the free hot dogs, BBQ Tri-tip 
and Chicken will be available for purchase 
along with other beverages.  

The Snake Oil band along with some 
other talent they�ve invited will entertain.  
There will be a few contests and games for 
both kids and adults.

So, enjoy one last summer �ing ?whether 
you get wet or not, you�ll have fun!  

For more information call 209-878-
3750.

Shelley A. Cummings
At your place or mine

� Notary Public
� Certi�ed Signing Agent
� Independent Legal Contractor

Post Of�ce Box 12
La Grange, CA 95329

(209) 852-9864  Home Of�ce
(209) 852- 9867 Fax
sacummings@att.net

It�s hard to believe Christmas 
will be here in 4 months.  I 
thought it would be a good 

time to remind everyone about the 
shoeboxes we pack for the homeless 
and needy children at the �Gospel  
Modesto Mission� to be given out 
at the annual Christmas Party.  If 
you would like to help, just �ll a 
shoebox with small gifts for these 
children.  Suggested items are; 
books, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
pencils (with sharpeners), small 
toys, games, hairbrushes, combs, 
shampoo, crayons, coloring books, 
any thing you think a child would 
like.  I also enclose a small orna-
ment and some hard candy.  Just 

wrap and label the box with the 
age (infants to 14 years) and sex of 
child (no ribbons please, they get 
smashed), and give us a call and we 
will pick them up.  We will deliver 
these gifts to the Mission the �rst 
week of December.  This will give 
you plenty of time to bargain shop 
and collect some of these items that 
the children

will love to receive.   Please con-
tact us when you are ready for us 
to pick up your shoeboxes.  Thank 
You in advance for your help.

Linda Bettencourt 852-0338 or 
Irene Rhyne 878-3537.

END OF SUMMER 
SPLASH

LABOR DAY EVENT 

�Operation Shoebox�
 FrOm LINDA BEttENCOUrt

NMCHC COMMUNITY BREAKFAST
Sunday, September 12th
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5627 Arbolada Dr  $199,000 
Vacation home or main home - This wonderful home features a reverse-living 
�oor plan so you can enjoy the views from just about every side of the house. 
Main living on the top �oor and the bottom level boasts a large room w/ bar, 
bonus room, gorgeous sauna and full bath. This 3 bed, 3 bath, 2430sf property 
of 1.6 acres also has a beautiful built-in pool/spa, outbuilding and attached 2 car 
garage w/ additional storage space.

LaURiE  HaLLQUist
Prudential California Realty
3202 West March Lane Suite D
Stockton CA 95219

lhallquist@prucalifornia.com
(209) 444-6619

(209) 298-8899 cell
(866) 498-4799 fax

teamhallquist.com

Head & Shoulders Above the Rest

Article & Ad Submissions are
due by the 10th of each month for 

the following month�s issue

Red Hat Ladybugs
of the Lakes at Forestiere

Underground Gardens
BY TrICIA TOWNE

 

On August 19, Eleven Ladybugs journeyed to Fresno for a subterranean tour 
of Forestiere Underground Gardens. Created solely by Baldasare Forerst-
iere, a self taught Designer, Engineer, Architect and Sculptor.

The gifted Baldasare, working alone, spent 40 years digging and sculpting with 
only hand tools, this phenomenal network of 75 rooms, aquariums, courtyards and 
auto tunnels. The rooms held a variety of citrus trees (some as many as 70 years old, 
still bearing fruit) and Grape vines.

A wonderful tour, an amazing man.
We enjoyed a delicious lunch at the Cheesecake Factory after wards enjoying an 

incredible variety of cheese cake desserts.
Last but not least, we walked over to Fashion Faire Mall and did what we do best...

shop for bargains galore. 
A beautiful day, a fantastic event thanks to the planning of Empress of Ebay, Lois 

Tibbens (who was unable to attend and was missed by all) and our Queen Mom, 
Linda Bettencourt.
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First, let me thank Jack and Tammy 
Paddock for managing our parking 
efforts on the 3rd of July. They suc-

ceeded in recruiting a bumper crop of vol-
unteers. Thanks also to Jim and Adrienne 
Knosp for manning the gates at Blue Oak, 
a long, hot job, and to Walt Barclay for 
heading up the food service at the Pavil-
ion. Most all of our Club members were 
involved in one way or another, and as 
President, I am hugely grateful to all!

The Blood Drive on August 1st was suc-
cessful, with 28 pints going into Delta�s 
reserve. Thanks to everyone who donated. 
The next opportunity will be in November.

Club members served dinner on August 
4th to 120 campers and staff at the Lions 
Camp Paci�ca, near Oakhurst. This is an 
annual 2 week camp for deaf and hearing 

impaired children and teens. It is a won-
derful experience interacting with these 
kids who deal so positively with their dis-
ability. There are about 60 clubs in our 
district that support this camp, an exam-
ple of what great things can be done when 
many small groups work together.

We hosted our District Governor, Steve 
Granlees of Lockford, at our dinner meet-
ing on August 9th. Lion Steve has met 
with International Lions President, Sid 
Scruggs, whose message for the coming 
year is that all Lions become �A Beacon of 
Hope� for those in need, so this year our 
Club will be examining new ways to serve 
the community.

Finally, the Club thanks Nanci 
Dubuque, who catered our dinner on the 
9th and did a wonderful job!

The Lions Den
BY EllIE DUStE

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
FOR FALL 2010

MEET LOCALLY WITH TEACHER
PUBLIC SCHOOL � NO FEES � K-12

533-8644
www.goldrushcs.com Mrs. Carr 533-8644 ext. 211 

New Don Pedro Of�ce at 5182 Fuentes de Flores, Suite #2
La Grange, CA 95329 (The Hacienda Bldg)

Don Pedro Of�ce Hours: Tues. & Thurs.  9:30am � 3:30 pm

Accepting Students from 
Tuolumne, Mariposa, Stanislaus, Merced, Calaveras, Alpine, and Mono Counties

There are a lot of reasons 
to recycle used motor 
oil. Rere�ning used oil 

requires about 1/3 less energy 
than processing it from crude 
oil and results in a product that 
is at least as good as, if not bet-
ter than, virgin oil, according to 
the California Integrated Waste 
Management Board. And, be-
cause it takes just two gallons of 
used oil compared to 84 gallons 
of crude oil to produce a single 
gallon of clean motor oil, recy-
cling is an easy, economical way 
to conserve dwindling petro-
leum resources. Used motor oil 
can also be recycled an in�nite 
number of times.

Improperly disposing of oil 
by pouring it onto the ground, 
down drains or into the trash 
can pollute surface and ground 
water and the soil. State law, 
which classi�es motor oil as a 
hazardous waste, requires that 
oil and oil �lters be disposed of 
at a certi�ed oil recycling collec-
tion center. Mariposa County 
has several such centers for 
the convenience of local do-it-
yourself oil changers. There is 
no charge to recycle oil at these 
locations. Payment of 16 cents 

per gallon is offered for all oil 
accepted at the following oil re-
cycling centers:

� The Mariposa County Land-
�ll & Recycling Center, 5593 
Hwy. 49N, Mariposa. Open 
Thur. through Mon., 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m., closed Tues., Wed., and 
holidays. Mariposa County resi-
dents only. Call (209) 966-5165 
for information.

� Lake Don Pedro Transfer 
Station, 9729 Merced Fall Rd., 
La Grange. Open Thur., Sat. 
and Sun. from 9 a.m to 12 p.m. 
and 12:30 p.m. to 5 p.m.; closed 
Mon. through Wed., Fri. and 
holidays. Mariposa County resi-
dents only. Call (209) 852-9692 
for information.

� Mariposa Yosemite Airport, 
5020 Macready Way (Off Hwy. 
49N), Mariposa. Open daily, 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. April through 
November, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. De-
cember through March. Ask for 
assistance in the lobby. (209) 
966-2143.

The following locations also 
accept clean used oil for recy-
cling at no charge but do not 
offer payment:

� NAPA Auto Parts, 4901 Joe 

Mariposa County 
Recycling Coordinator GOLD RUSH

CHARTER SCHOOL

The Cavorting Contessas took a bus trip to Chuckchansi�s on July 29th. Ev-
eryone enjoyed the trip and a super buffet lunch.

 No big winners , but all had a fun day. All the Contessas wished Polly 
Reed a Happy Birthday.

Our August outing had to be canceled for lack of attendance. See everyone in 
September.

Have a great summer, stay cool and healthy. Until next time, Ruth Smith 
 

Cavorting Contessas

Howard Rd. Mariposa. Open 
Mon. through Sat., 7 a.m. to 7 
p.m., Sun., 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.. Ask 
clerk for assistance or call (209) 
966-3697 for appointment.

� Greeley Hill True Value, 

6364 Greeley Hill Rd. Open 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. Call (209) 
878-3414 for information.

Motor oil mixed with �uids 
such as antifreeze, gas or solvents 

is considered contaminated and 
cannot be left for recycling. Safely 
store contaminated oil in a wa-
tertight container for disposal at 
the next Household Hazardous 
Waste Event.    
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Movie, Movies & 
more Movies
(even outdoor in the summer)
           
Sonora � Sonora Stadium 10 
Theatre   901 Sanguinetti Rd., So-
nora, CA 95370. 209-588-2844 
(The Wal-Mart Shopping Center 
near Appleby�s)
 
Oakdale Cinema (Twin) � Clos-
er, cheaper, family run and friend-
ly. 832 N. Yosemite Ave., Oakdale, 
CA, (209) 847-7469
 
Riverbank � Galaxy Theatre 12   
(209) 863-8900 2525 Patterson 
Rd, Riverbank, CA. Reclining 
stadium seats, 3D capable, good 
parking
          
Modesto � Brenden Modesto 18  
(Downtown near the Gallo Per-
forming Arts Center. 1021 10th 
St., Modesto,
                            
Regal Cinemas Modesto Stadium 
10; 3969 McHenry Ave., Modesto
                         
Merced � UA Regency 7
635 Fair�eld Dr., Merced
 
Hollywood-Mainplace Stadium 
Cinemas, 403 West Main, Merced
 
The State Theatre: Specialty 
House, classics, cult, mainstream, 
art, indie, group specials, and 
more, as well as live concerts, ex-
hibits, demonstrations and lecture 
series. Home to both The Modesto 

Film Society and The State Theatre 
Cinema Club. Something for ev-
eryone. Check their website: www.
thestate.org 1307 J St., Modesto

           

Live Stage 
Entertainment
We are fortunate to have several 
choices for really quality live stage 
productions all year within just a 
short drive.  Drama, comedy, mu-
sicals, concerts, dance, acoustic to 
rock, classical to jazz, even a local 
symphony, and some that defy cat-
egorizing. Top notch talent avail-
able with moderate prices, can it 
get any better?
 
Sonora � (Yes, in Sonora) We 
have two fantastic regional theatre 
groups at three locations. You can 
see great productions ranging from 
simple and intimate to elaborate 
productions that seem so much 
bigger than these smallish theatres 
should be able to stage ? it�ll amaze 
you. I love small theatres because 
all the seats are great and you feel a 
connection to the production.
 
And, If you�re at all inclined toward 
the being involved with theatre 
these Companies welcome partici-
pation! 
 
Sierra Repertory Theatre  (or 
SRT): One Great Company, Two 
Great Theatres! http://www.sierra-
rep.com/

1. Sierra Repertory Theatre
13891 Mono Way, Sonora, CA

 
On Stage  9/3/10 - 9/26/10
Master Class
Sponsored by Segerstrom Law & 
Silver by Terrence McNally

Janis Stevens returns as opera diva 
Maria Callas. Glamorous, larger 
than life, and drop-dead funny, 
she�s here to teach a master class 
as we look on, and offers us an 
intimate look into her life: her 
tumultuous affairs, her ugly duck-
ling start; �erce hatred of rivals; 
and the unforgiving press. Beauti-
ful arias weave through this tour-
de-force exploration of creative 
passion and immense sacri�ce 
for great art. Winner of the 1996 
Tony Award and Drama Desk 
Award for Best Play. �rich, vivid, 
satisfying theater.� .NY Times. 
�This is a night to remember.� 
�NY Post                        

2. SRT at Fallon House Theatre  
11175 Washington St., Columbia 
State Historic Park, Columbia, CA
 
On Stage 09/17/10 - 10/17/10
Red, White And Tuna
Sponsored by Blue Mountain 
Minerals & Silver 
Twain Harte Market - Underwrit-
er by Jaston Williams, Joe Sears 
and Ed Howard

Like a Texas tumbleweed, the 
characters of Tuna, Texas just keep 
on rollin� along. The much antici-
pated third installment in the Tuna 
trilogy takes the audience on an-
other satirical ride into the hearts 
of Texas� third smallest town. Tu-
na�s perennial favorites plus some 
new Tuna denizens set the stage 
for �reworks and fun from the 
land where the Lion�s Club is too 
liberal and Patsy Cline never dies. 
�A nonstop laugh-a-thon full of 
sight-gags, jokes and clever one-
liners delivered with impeccable 
comic timing.� �Press Telegram  

Stage 3 Theatre - An Intimate the-
atre experience.
www.stage3.org   
The Arts Center at 208 S. Green 
St. in Sonora, CA

 

On Stage   09/10/10 - 10/10/10
The Diary of Anne Frank  
Frances Goodrich and Albert 
Hackett, newly adapted by Wendy 
Kesselman

In this transcendently powerful 
new adaptation by Wendy Kessel-
man, Anne Frank emerges from his-
tory a living, lyrical, intensely gifted 
young girl, who confronts her rap-
idly changing life and the increasing 
horror of her time with astonishing 
honesty, wit, and determination. An 
impassioned drama about the lives 
of eight people hiding from the Na-
zis in a concealed storage attic, �The 
Diary of Anne Frank� captures the 
claustrophobic realities of their dai-
ly existence-their fear, their hope, 
their laughter, their grief. Each day 
of these two dark years, Anne�s voice 
shines through: �When I write I 
shake off all my cares. But I want 
to achieve more than that. I want to 
be useful and bring enjoyment to all 
people, even those I�ve never met. I 
want to go on living even after my 
death!� This is a new adaptation for 
a new generation.

Just a short drive away in Modesto 
we not only have the State Theatre 
(mentioned in the movies section) 
which has a terri�c eclectic mix 
of live concerts and stage events 
as well as showing all those great 
offbeat movies, but we have the 
fabulous Gallo Center for the Arts 
which lives up to it�s name with a 
mix of stage shows, concerts, per-
formers, events for all tastes, ages 
and cultures as well as the Modesto 
Symphony.

Gallo Center for the Arts 1000 I St., 
Modesto, CA www.galloarts.org
 
07/31/2010 7:30 Pm
Yes - The Music Man
08/01/2010 3:00 Pm
Yes - The Music Man
08/05/2010 7:00 Pm
Di Wu In Recital
08/17/2010 7:30 Pm

Steinway Artist Xiayin Wang
08/20/2010 7:00 Pm
Portraits: 32 Singers,32 Songs
08/21/2010 7:00 Pm
Mesopotamian Night 2010
08/28/2010 6:00 Pm
Fiesta De Independencia
09/01/2010 7:00 Pm
The Doobie Brothers
9/03/2010 7:00 Pm
Valley�s Got Talent
09/04/2010 7:00 Pm
Valley�s Got Talent
09/11/2010 7:30 Pm
Mso - Picnic At The Pops
09/22/2010 8:00 Pm
Michael Bolton
 
Presented by Gallo Center for the 
Arts & The Modesto Bee

Valley�s Got Talent!

FINALISTS SELECTED!
The Gallo Center for the Arts and 
the Modesto Bee are pleased to 
announce the �nalists for Valley�s 
Got Talent! A total of 26 acts, 
comprising 84 performers, will 
be appearing on stage at the Cen-
ter on September 3 & 4, 2010. 
Tickets for the show, priced from 
$8 to $19, are on sale now. To 
purchase tickets online, www.gal-
loarts.org , performances  9/3/10 
7pm or 9/4/10 7 pm. You may 
also purchase by calling (209) 
338-2100, or visiting the Ticket 
Of�ce at 1000 I Street in down-
town Modesto. Come out and 
support these wonderful home-
grown performers. Their talent is 
going to amaze you!

 

Free Music?
More Music on Fridays & Satur-
days - Most of which is FREE (+ 
comedy acts etc. on Thursdays) is 
to be had at The Willow Creek 
Lounge at the Black Oak Casino 
(over 21 only). 19400 Tuolumne 
Road North Tuolumne, CA    
www.blackoakcasino.com By the 
way, for more family fun they 
have Black Oak Bowling Lanes 
and an Arcade.

What�s there to do around here? Its all in how you see it. 

Do we live in �the middle of nowhere with nothing avail-
able� or �centrally located to take advantage of multiple 
choices for both activities and shopping�?  This column 

hopes to inform or remind readers of the many things to do of 
all types mostly within a short drive or day-trip.  As well as gems 
of activities, events or shops that may have been overlooked or 
just discovered.  We�ll start with the more obvious entertain-
ments and then hopefully introduce you to a few new things.  
And Hey, if you know of something fun, great or even just inter-
esting drop a line to info@ldpoa.co with �Area Activities� in the 
subject line and let me know!
 
Do you like movies?  Live Theatre? You have a quite few choices: 
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ADVANC E D AI R-GAS SE RVIC E S
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

HEATING, AIR CONDITIONING & REFRIGERATION
GAS APPLIANCE, WATER HEATING AND PELLET STOVE

SERVICE & REPAIR

(209) 989-0253

Community

Lic. # 01404655
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We all have dream of �sh-
ing a Bass tournament 
and becoming a Kevin 

Van Dam, Gary Dobyns, a Skeet 
Reese, a Roland Martin, a Jimmy 
Houston or my personal favorite 
Hank Parker and so on. They make 
it look so easy and fun. Fun? Yes it 
is and can be!

Let me take a few minutes and 
try to explain just what it takes and 
what to expect to become success-
ful like the pre mentioned profes-
sional tournament �shermen.

Sure you may be able to go out 
and catch a limit of nice Bass today, 
tomorrow or next week, or anytime 
at your leisure. That is where it 
stops. The minute you stop �shing 
for fun, you start paying out mon-
ey to pre�sh and enter a competi-
tion Bass tournament, your mind 
seems to change. Now it becomes 
the mind set that you must get 
your money back and your mind 
does funny things, you forget what 
brought you here in the �rst place. 
�Fun �shing for Bass�.

You must have a 
goal.

Besides having fun at something 
you seem to love, you must be 

dedicated to what you want and 
be willing to sacri�ce other things 
to obtain your goal. Do you really 
want to be a pro Bass �sherman? 
Next year, the year after?  Like any 
school you have attended or college 
course you have taken, you must 
study hard to get an �A�. Time on 
the water will be your best friend 
and is the open book for this ven-
ture. Just like reading an open book, 
every hour you can spend on the 
water is more knowledge you can 
obtain to reach your goals. It takes 
years and years of studying and 
schooling to learn how to be suc-
cessful in life. Years spent in college 
to get a degree and a good job and 
be successful in the working world. 
Just like the previous mentioned 
comes the Professional tournament 
angler. Years of time on the water, 
years of learning and sacri�ces you 
have to make. You can not learn all 
of this overnight. I know people 
that get up in the morning and �rst 
thing they do is spend a hour or so 
on the water before going to work. 
Or they get off of their job and run 
to a lake to spend a hour or even 
minutes before going home to do 
chores, eat and sleep and do it all 
again the next day. You have to pay 
your dues.

			 

Skills
Also you must posses some sort 

of talent, or skill. Just like Ameri-
can Idol, 1000�s try for it, but the 
top ten make it to the �nish and 
one makes it to the top, not all can 
sing the song or carry a tune. Some 
tournament �shermen can �gure 
out water and the Bass within hours 
on an unfamiliar lake, this is talent 
and plain experience (time on the 
water). The old saying that a Bass is 
a Bass is a Bass is true. The only dif-
ference is the knowledge you have 
retained or know about certain wa-
ter or the Bass in question, and how 
you remember or use it. You can�t 
run until you can �rst walk.

Attitude
Having fun, loving what you are 

doing and keeping in mind a good 
attitude I would say is the most 
important. You can beat yourself 
to death and be your worst en-
emy during any tournament. You 
caught a lot of �sh yesterday, last 
week, but zero today, why? You 
had great success and fun �sh-
ing for Bass last week. Key word 
�fun�. Put aside in your mind the 
money you have spent to get here, 
if you worry about it, you will fail. 
Remember Mother Nature put 
this here for us to enjoy and have 
fun at it. Unlike baseball or auto 
racing. The only similarity being, 
people will push you, race you to 
your �shing spot and crowd you, 
(let it go). There is a lot of water 
out there! At any time a Bass is 
a Bass and can do anything, and 
change moods, but they will al-
ways eat something somewhere, 
sometime. It�s up to you and your 
knowledge and talent to �gure 

them out. That�s the sport of it all 
and the fun of it. If you decide it is 
not fun, then like any job or sport, 
move on to something else, some-
thing your good at.  But above 
all leave with a great attitude and 
knowledge that you did do your 
best and had fun doing it.

Summary 
I have never seen a bowler that 

has never bowled before, grab a ball 
and throw strikes, becomes a win-
ner, without a few gutter balls �rst.

I hope this helps. On a personal 
note, after tournament Bass �sh-
ing for some 20 plus years, it for me 
became not fun anymore, so I went 
back to whence I became and �sh for 
fun and the relaxation of it. I now 
enjoy it tremendously once again. 

Above all, enjoy, have fun, good 
luck and I hope you make it. After 
your 100,000 Th. cast, remember, 
�It�s not all in your hands!�

�Jigs

Berit Brown
Coldwell Banker MLP
209-852-2034 direct

209-743-9257 cell
berit@inreach.com

sierrafoothillsbyberit.com

I’m not #1, my clients 
& customers are!

23 Years of Local
Real Estate Experience

HAFA (government 
sponsored short sale 
program) certi�ed.

Foreclosure Specialist

BECOMING A COMPETITION TOURNAMENT BASS FISHERMAN

With the very generous help of 32 
private volunteers and the Gold-
en Lakes Charter School,  anoth-

er successful 4th of July parking for the Gold 
Chain Lions Club is in the books.  We are 
so very grateful to the following wonderful 
people who made it all possible:

Chuck Arndt and his crew: Crystal Arndt, 
Tom Leonard and Shelby & Shawna Han-
cock: riding �Herbie�; Steven Berostic, 
Johnny Chavez,  Conner Fernandes, Paul 
George, Lynn Greene, Tom Harris, Mike & 
Kathy Harding, Harold & Joy Kitchel, Greg, 
Maureen, Tanner & Chloe Mead, Heidi Ott, 
Terry & Janet Passarino, Henry Ponzo, Ernie 
Quintana, Emery & Betsy Ross, Eli Sayers, 
Dave & Dale Silverman, Mark & Colleen 
Skoien, Sarha Carver and Devin Stensland.

And a big Thank You to the Golden Lakes 
Charter School group who took over the 
parking and concessions for the headquar-
ters area.  

This event is the Gold Chain Lions Club�s 
principal fundraiser, contributing monies 
that will be used for our Christmas Food 
Basket giveaway and our annual $1,000 col-
lege scholarship along with support of local 
youth, school and community events. There 
is no way that our small club could partici-
pate in such a large event without all these 
people who generously give away their time 
to help us.  Again, just let me say:

THANK YOU!!
Ellie Duste, President 
2010-2011 Gold Chain Lions Club.

The 4th of July Parking
was another huge Success

1,278 cars, 16,000+ people, and 
some very special

volunteers!

The Coulterville Commu-
nity United Methodist 
Church has resumed serv-

ing their wonderful roast beef din-
ners. This months� dinner will be 
Saturday, September 25th from 4 
PM. to 7 PM.  Roast beef dinner 
with all the trimmings, plus as-

sorted beverages and our fabulous 
home made deserts. 

Mark the date on your calendar 
and join us for an evening of good 
food and fellowship.

Suggested donations are $10 
for adults and $5 for children 12 
and under.  We also have a family 

packet for $25 for two adults and 
two children. 

Takeouts are available.
The church is located on High-

way 49 across from the Coulter-
ville Park.

For further information call San-
di Badger at (209) 852-2039.

Wonderful roast beef dinners in Coulterville

�So you want to become 
     a Competitive Bass 
    tournament �sherman?�




